P
&

a4
-]
B

P




Example Teaching Rhythm

[Welcome and Connect: 10 Minutes )
This helps people feel connected and more comfortable
participating in the study and discussion.

Look Forward: 5-10 Minutes

Share any important church events, service opportunities, or

upcoming group plans. Keep this brief but clear.

Look at Scripture: 25-35 Minutes

This is the main focus of Community Groups. Read the selected

scripture together and guide the group through discussion

questions and observations.

Prayer: 10 Minutes

Invite members to share prayer requests and praises, then pray
\together as a group. This is a time to support one another. )

Explaining the H.E.A.R Method

("The acronym HEAR stands for Highlight, Explain, Apply, and )
Respond. Each of these four steps aims to cultivate an
atmosphere to hear God speak.

Highlight - After praying for the Holy Spirit’s guidance, read the
passage of scripture, and highlight each verse that speaks to
you.

Explain - Explain what the text means. Ask questions like:

¢ Who wrote this, to whom, and why? What does this reveal
about God? What do the key words actually mean? What did
this call the original audience to, and what does that reveal
for me?

By asking questions, with the help of God’s Spirit, and by using
helpful study resources, you can understand the meaning of a
passage or verse.

Apply - Application is the heart of the process. Everything you
have done so far culminates under this heading. As you have
done before, work to uncover the significance of these verses
and the implications they have. Ask questions like:

e What does this passage reveal about God, yourself, or the
world that you need to embrace or sit with? Does this
passage challenge an attitude, assumption, or habit that
needs to change? Is there something to do? Is there someone
to love?

Respond - Your response to the passage may take on many
forms. Ask: Is there something to pray? — Let the passage shape
your prayer, not just inform it. Use the “Five Daily Prayer
Grompts” to guide you in your response. )




Cultivating Ability
Holding to wisdom you didn't
manufacture

\_ J

The dream itself never actually gets described to the wise men.

Nebuchadnezzar has it, wakes up disturbed, and then makes a decision that
sounds unhinged until you realize what it accomplishes: he refuses to tell
anyone what he dreamed. Reconstruct it yourself, he says, or die trying.
Overnight, an entire profession built on interpreting information gets asked
to produce the information first.

Verse Il is where the wise men, pleading for their lives, say something truer
than they mean to. What the king asks is impossible, they tell him — the gods
who could do this don't live among mortals. It's meant as an excuse. It lands
as a confession: whatever answers this, it isn't in the room.

Daniel's response to a death sentence is oddly unhurried. He asks Arioch
what's going on, then goes straight to the king to ask for time. He goes to
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah before he goes back with an answer. The
four of them pray, and that night, asleep, Daniel is simply shown the dream.
Nothing in the text suggests effort closed that gap. God did.

Watch what happens next. Before Daniel says one word of the actual
answer, he prays — and the prayer isn't relief, it's theology. He blesses God as
the one who holds wisdom and might, who mouves kings on and off their
thrones, who reveals what's hidden. Then he walks into the throne room and
tells the most powerful man alive the same thing: this isn't mine, and neither,
ultimately, is your throne.

That's the real weight of this chapter. It's not just a lesson in staying humble

about your gifts. It's a claim about who's actually running history — and it's
not the man with the crown.
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Discussion Questions + [llustration

Select a question or two below to open up discussion.

¢ No partial credit in the decree — guess the dream and the meaning, or die.
When has life demanded something without the info you'd expect first?

e The wise men tell the truth about God by accident, trying to save
themselves (v.11). When has an excuse landed on something true?

¢ Daniel's prayer (Lv.20-23) praises God for wisdom, might, and control
over kings before Daniel ever says a word to Nebuchadnezzar. Why pray
that before you've even solved the problem?

e Verse 21 says God removes kings and sets up kings — a claim made in
Babylon, about Babylon's own ?(ing. Where do you see God's rule over
history show up as clearly today, if you're looking for it?

e Gold, silver, bronze, iron, then a stone no one quarried — every kingdom
sure it's the last word, until something not built by human hands ends the
sequence. What does it mean that God's kingdom is the one thing in this
chapter nobody engineers?

Put your thumb over a running hose and it looks like the hose makes the
pressure. Let go, and you find out fast — it's just the last few feet of something
coming from much further back.

¢ Daniel talks like a hose, not a spigot — and prays like one too, crediting
the source before he's said a word of content. The tell: does someone
point to where the power actually comes from, or let you assume it
started with them?

Highlight | Daniel 2:1-49

Five movements, unevenly weighted: an impossible demand (I-13), a request
for time (14-16), a night of prayer answered by a vision (17-23), the
interpretation (24-45), and the king's response (46-49). Daniel enters in the
second movement — and the third belongs to prayer before it belongs to
answers.

The word raz — mystery — threads through every scene Daniel is in: his
rayer request (U.IS%, his praise before he's told anything (v.19), his opening
ine to the king (v.27), and again as he explains (v.30). Nobody solves a raz —

it's revealed, and onli by the God who "knows what is in the darkness" (v.22).

Verse 21 is easy to skim past: God "changes times and seasons; he remouves

kings and sets up kings." That's the theological engine of the chapter — a

history of empires told bkﬁla God who's already narrated four kingdoms past

the king who thinks he's the last word.

The statue narrates its own obsolescence — each metal harder, less valuable,
ground to dust by the next. Then a stone no one quarried strikes it and
becomes a mountain filling the earth (v.35). In the language of a kingdom
that will "never be destroyed" and will "endure forever" (v.44), that's
Scripture's first sketch of a kingdom that doesn't just outlast the others — it
replaces them.
¢ The wise men's honest confession comes wrapped in an excuse meant to
save their own skin. What does that say about where the truest things
people say tend to come from?
¢ Daniel names God as the source three times before he gets to content.
What does that say about how seriously he takes the difference?
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Explain | Consider the Context

Verse | sets this in Nebuchadnezzar's second year — Daniel is likely still inside
the three-year training program from chapter 1. The empire's process for
producing a usable Bab E)oni(m hasn't finished running, and Daniel is already
the man the king's life gepends on. Whatever is at work in him didn't come
from the curriculum.

Somewhere around verse 4, without announcement, the text shifts from
Hebrew to Aramaic — and stays there through chapter 7. Aramaic was the
empire's language, readable by a Babylonian official, a Persian courtier, or a
Jewish exile alike. A story about a Jewish exile's God deciding the fate of every
empire, including his captor's, written in the empire's own tongue isn't
accidental — it's built for people who'd never open the Torah.

Look closely at what Daniel prays in vv.20-23, before he interprets anything.
He doesn't thank God for the answer and move on — he lays out who God is:
wise, mighty, sovereign over kings, the revealer of hidden things. The content
of the dream comes second. The character of God comes first.
¢ Daniel's prayer spends more time on who God is than on what God
showed Eim. What does that ordering suggest matters most in this
chapter?
e This chapter was written in language the whole empire could read, not
just Israel. What does it mean that God's rule over history is a claim made
in public, to people outside the covenant?

Apply | Discuss as a Group

There's a version of confidence that means always having something to say.
Daniel has a different kind — the confidence to say nothing yet, buy the time
he needs, and go pray before there's anything to report. That's a strange
move for a man facing execution by nightfall. It only makes sense if he
actually believes God is the one holding the outcome, not him.

Notice who doesn't appear in verses 14-16: nobody else. Every other wise man
in the palace either scrambles alone or gives up. Daniel's first move isn't
strategy. It's turning to three friends to asi, together, for something none of
them can produce.

Verse 21's claim — that God remouves kings and sets up kings — isn't abstract
for Daniel. He's about to walk into a room with a king who can end his life in
the next five minutes. If that verse is true, Nebuchadnezzar's power over
Daniel is borrowed too, on a longer loan than anyone in the room can see.

¢ Where have you been more anxious about a person, situation, or headline
E}an g?ou'd be if you actually believed God "removes kings and sets up
ings"”
e What would "asking for time" and praying with others look like for you
this week, in something you've been trying to solve alone instead?
¢ Who are your Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah — the people you'd actually
call to pray before a deadline, not just to vent to after?
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Respond | How should I live/pray?

Start where Daniel starts — not with the problem, but with who God is. Before
you bring him what's pressing this week, spend a few minutes naming what's
true about him: he holds wisdom and might, he sees what's hidden, he's the
one setting up and removing every authority you're tempted to fear or flatter.
Letk that shape the rest of your prayer insteaéJ of rushing past it to get to the
asking.

Take one thing you get complimented on regularly, and trace it backward —
not to dismiss it, but to locate it honestly before God. A steady read on people,
a calm answer under pressure, the right words at the right time. This isn't
false modesty; Daniel doesn't downplay what he tells the king, he just names,
accurately, where it came from. Practice that same naming this week, even in
low-stakes moments where nobody would check, until it stops feeling like
performance and starts feeling like the truth you believe.

Then widen the lens. If God remouves kings and sets up kings, that's not just a
comfort for Daniel facing Nebuchadnezzar — it's meant to steady you toward
whatever authority or headline you've been quietly treating as too big for God
to be over. Name one of those in prayer this week. Ask God to be as sovereign
over it in your heart as Daniel believed he was over Babylon.

Daniel wasn't spared because he stayed calm. He was given wisdom, and
testified, at the moment it cost him most to stay quiet, that the God who
gives it also gives and takes every throne — including, eventually, his own
kingdom that will never end.

e What's one thing you're treating as more permanent or powerful than it
actually is?

¢ Who needs to hear from you this week — not just that you're grateful, but
whg} you're grateful to, and why he's trustworthy with kings and with
you?

Response Tool: Five Daily Prayer Prompts

(As you leave today, let these five questions carry the weight of\
your response into the week ahead — not as a checklist, but as
an ongoing conversation with God. Introduce the five daily
questions as a simple spiritual practice that can help us
intentionally live out our faith in our workplaces, homes, families,
and communities.

God, where do you want me to go?
God, who do you want me to see?
God, what do you want me to say?
God, what do you want me to pray?
God, how do you want me to serve?

After this time of reflection, transition into a time of prayer
requests. Allow time for members to share and, if appropriate,
\ollow others in the class to pray for each other. )
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Additional Commentary

¢ Onraz (M) — "mystery" (vv.18,19,27,30,47): Persian loanword, first OT
appearance, naming something disclosed rather than solved — seed of
later apocalyptic "muystery" language (e.g. Revelation).

¢ On pesar (W9) — "interpretation": root behind pesher, a later method of
reading a text past its original moment. Genesis' pathar (Joseph's
dreams) shares a related but distinct root — two exiles, both handed
insight rather than trained into it.

¢ On the court titles — chartummim, ashaphim, mekashphim, kasdim: four
guilds (magicians, enchanters, sorcerers, Chaldean scholars), one shared
wall — none could work without being told the dream first.

¢ On Elah shemayya (NN n'7N) — "God of heaven" (vv.18,19,28,37,44):
Daniel's title for God before a pagan king, not a covenant name. Standard
later in Ezra and Nehemiah; Jonah uses it with the sailors (1:9) — language
for people outside the family.

¢ On v.2I - "he changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up
kings": the chapter's theological hinge. Everything after is that claim
playing out — no empire here holds power on its own terms.

¢ On evem ()2N) — "stone... cut without human hands" (vv.34,45): every OT
idol elsewhere is hand-made; this stone isn't. Isaiah 44 mocks a
craftsman carving his own god from firewood — Daniel 2 makes the
same point with a stone no craftsman touched. Many readers see more
than contrast: a kingdom "set up" by "the God of heaven," never
destroyed, filling the earth (vv.44-45) — Scripture's earliest picture of the
kingdom Jesus later announces, not one more empire but what every
metal was making room for.

¢ On the descending metals: scholars debate which empires each layer
names, but the pattern holds either way — every kingdom trades strength
for permanence, ends with neither. Nebuchadnezzar tests it personally in
Daniel 4 — gold living out the statue's lesson.

Community Group Resource Page

-

Visit our website to view our
leadership resources.

From Community Group
training and resources to
Discipleship ~ Group  starter
guides, we want to equip you to
make disciples.

\_
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https://tulsafbc.org/ministries/community-groups/resources

Additional Study

Watch/Listen

Bible Project - Daniel

Bible Project - Exilic Wisdom

ﬂ.

(® See a collection of
videos, classes, and
articles that dive into
the Exile and the
¥y Wisdom Warrior.

O

®

Querview

Enduring Word - Daniel 2:1-49

@2}? @ Text commentary,
s,

written materials, and
audio/video recordings
over Daniel 2:1-49.

'ﬁ‘!

Got Questions - King’s Dream

O]
"z

o

S

@ Biblical Q&A, articles,
translations, audios,

a Videos, apps, podcasts
and more on
The King’s Dream.

Expand

Bible Reference - Daniel 2

/ ,,@ Explore chapter and
verse commentaries to
. .-‘. deepen your
understanding of
J:k,-,-_, Daniel 2:1-49.

Bible Hub - Daniel 2:1-49

®F

@ Parallel translations,
language tools,

° commentaries, and
. much more on

3 Daniel 2:1-49.

Deepen

Logos Facts - Nebuchadnezzar

information resources
L and articles about
F Nebuchadnezzar.

OLZas

Blue Letter Bible - Daniel 2
@ Logos Factbook shares @1 -". :

(® Original texts,

Jy4/Yd Translations, Cross-

. Refs, Commentaries,
Dictionaries + more on
>’ Daniel 2.


https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-daniel/
https://bibleproject.com/podcasts/exile-and-wisdom-warrior/
https://bibleproject.com/podcasts/exile-and-wisdom-warrior/
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/proverbs-9/
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/proverbs-9/
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/proverbs-9/
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/proverbs-9/
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/daniel-2/
https://www.gotquestions.org/Nebuchadnezzars-dream.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/103/Psalms-chapter-103.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/103/Psalms-chapter-103.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/103/Psalms-chapter-103.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/103/Psalms-chapter-103.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Daniel/2/Daniel-chapter-2.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Daniel/2/Daniel-chapter-2.html
https://biblehub.com/proverbs/1-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/proverbs/1-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/proverbs/1-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/proverbs/1-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/daniel/2-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/daniel/2-1.htm
https://tinyurl.com/msjruhcc
https://tinyurl.com/msjruhcc
https://tinyurl.com/msjruhcc
https://tinyurl.com/yc6d8pf9
https://tinyurl.com/349sj9xb
https://tinyurl.com/349sj9xb
https://tinyurl.com/349sj9xb
https://tinyurl.com/349sj9xb
https://www.blueletterbible.org/niv/dan/2/1-49/s_852001
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