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Example Teaching Rhythm 

Welcome and Connect: 10 Minutes 
This helps people feel connected and more comfortable
participating in the study and discussion. 
Look Forward: 5-10 Minutes
Share any important church events, service opportunities, or
upcoming group plans. Keep this brief but clear.
Look at Scripture: 25-35 Minutes 
This is the main focus of Community Groups. Read the selected
scripture together and guide the group through discussion
questions and observations.
Prayer: 10 Minutes 
Invite members to share prayer requests and praises, then pray
together as a group. This is a time to support one another. 

Explaining the H.E.A.R Method

The acronym HEAR stands for Highlight, Explain, Apply, and
Respond. Each of these four steps aims to cultivate an
atmosphere to hear God speak.

Highlight - After praying for the Holy Spirit’s guidance, read the
passage of scripture, and highlight each verse that speaks to
you.
Explain - Explain what the text means. Ask questions like:

Who wrote this, to whom, and why? What does this reveal
about God? What do the key words actually mean? What did
this call the original audience to, and what does that reveal
for me?

By asking questions, with the help of God’s Spirit, and by using
helpful study resources, you can understand the meaning of a
passage or verse.
Apply - This application is the heart of the process. Everything
you have done so far culminates under this heading. As you have
done before, work to uncover the significance of these verses
and the implications they have. Ask questions like:

What does this passage reveal about God, yourself, or the
world that you need to embrace or sit with? Does this
passage challenge an attitude, assumption, or habit that
needs to change? Is there something to do? Is there someone
to love? 

Respond - Your response to the passage may take on many
forms. Ask: Is there something to pray? — Let the passage shape
your prayer, not just inform it. Use the “Five Daily Prayer
Prompts” to guide you in your response.

02



“The loyal love of David
echoes the loyal love of God.”

There are moments in Scripture that stop you in your tracks — not because of
dramatic battles or thundering words from the heavens, but because of
something quieter and, in many ways, more profound. Second Samuel 9 is
one of those moments. Just thirteen verses, yet layered with meaning that
has captured the hearts of readers and scholars for centuries.

To appreciate what unfolds here, we need to understand the world in which it
takes place. Ancient Near Eastern politics were brutal. When a new king rose
to power, those connected to the previous dynasty were seen as threats. In
that world, a knock on the door from the king's messengers was rarely good
news. To be forgotten was mercy.

And yet, at the height of his power, with every political reason to look forward
and none to look back, something stirs in King David. A memory. A promise. A
question that rises from the depths of his loyalty and love: Is there anyone still
left?

That question drives the entire chapter — and it is worth sitting with before
we read a single verse. What kind of king asks it? What moves a man at the
pinnacle of power to go searching for someone he could easily ignore?

The Hebrew word woven through this story is “khesed” (חֶסֶד) — translated
variously as lovingkindness, mercy, or steadfast love, but never fully captured
by any single English word. It is covenant, loyal love. The love that goes
beyond obligation, that holds fast when circumstances change, that seeks
out the forgotten not because they have earned it, but because a promise was
made. Khesed is not an emotion — it is a commitment that outlasts feeling,
circumstance, and even death.

Come to this story with fresh eyes. There is something waiting for you in
these thirteen verses.

Let's dive into 2 Samuel 9 together.
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Introduct ion

“Khesed”:  Merciful - Lovingkindness - Goodness - Faithful

Loyal Love

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=mercy*+H2617
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=lovingkindness*+H2617
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=goodness*+H2617
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=favour*+H2617


Select a question or two below to open up discussion.

What's the most unexpected place you've ever been invited — and did you
feel like you belonged there?
What is the most over-the-top act of kindness anyone has ever done for
you?
If you had to describe your relationship with God using a movie title, what
would it be?
Who in your life has loved you the most consistently — and what made
their love feel different?
What is one thing about God's character that still genuinely surprises
you, even after years of faith?

When the Hungarian Rákóczi rebellion collapsed in 1711, the sons of defeated
nobles expected one thing from the victorious emperor: death. That was
simply how empires worked. But Charles VI sent messengers instead of
soldiers, restored confiscated estates, and received his enemies' heirs as
subjects with full standing. The story goes that when asked why, he said
something to the effect of: “A promise made to their fathers still stands.”
He had every reason to let that promise quietly expire. He chose not to.

That instinct — a powerful man honoring a word no one was holding him
to — is exactly the echo we find in 2 Samuel 9, where David's loyalty has a
name: khesed.

Discussion  Quest ions  +  I l lustrat ion

The author of 2 Samuel places this story at a pivotal moment in David's reign.
David is established as king over all Israel, his enemies are largely subdued,
and his kingdom is at peace. It is precisely in this moment of security and
power that David asks about khesed — the loyal love he promised to
Jonathan years earlier (1 Samuel 20). The story demonstrates that covenant
loyalty is not forgotten with time or changed by circumstance.

Mephibosheth's story carries enormous symbolic weight. He is the son of
Jonathan and grandson of Saul — the house of the former king. In the ancient
Near East, a new king typically eliminated rival claimants to the throne. His
response, 'What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?'
reveals how deeply he understood his own vulnerability.

David's actions are structured around three gifts: the restoration of all of
Saul's land, the provision of servants to work that land, and — most
significantly — a permanent place at the king's table. This last gift is the
crowning act of khesed: Mephibosheth is treated not as a servant, not as a
charity case, but as one of the king's own sons.

David gives Mephibosheth land, provision, and a seat at the table — why
do you think the table matters most? What does full inclusion look like
versus mere charity?
What stands out most to you about the fact that David sought
Mephibosheth out by name from Lo-Debar? What does that say about
how God sees the forgotten?

Highl ight  |  Read  2  Samuel  9 : 1-13

04



2 Samuel traces the rise of David's kingdom and God's covenant promises
moving through history. Chapter 9 pauses the narrative of conquest to tell a
story of grace — signaling that the health of David's kingdom is measured not
only by military strength but by covenant faithfulness.

The word khesed appears three times in this short chapter (vv. 1, 3, 7),
anchoring the entire episode. It describes love that is faithful, persistent,
sacrificial, and unconditional — love that can’t be earned and does not expire.

Lo-Debar means "no pasture" or "place of no word." Mephibosheth had been
living there in obscurity — hidden, forgotten, crippled, and overlooked. Yet
David sends for him by name.

The phrase 'eating at the king's table' is repeated four times (vv. 7, 10, 11, 13).
The repetition underscores that this was not a one-time act of charity — it
was a permanent reality.

Where in your life has khesed — love that holds even when circumstances
change — been hardest to give, or to believe you're receiving?
Why do you think the writer emphasizes permanence so deliberately?
How does that shape the way you understand your standing before God?

Explain  |  Consider  the  Context

Khesed love is initiative-taking. David didn't wait for Mephibosheth to come
to him — he sought him out. God's grace works the same way, pursuing us
while we're still hiding. We don't wait until we feel worthy; we come as we are.

Khesed love is covenant-rooted. David's kindness had nothing to do with
what Mephibosheth had done — it was grounded in his covenant with
Jonathan. God's love for us is grounded in Christ, not our performance. Our
standing before Him doesn't fluctuate with our faithfulness.

Khesed love is comprehensive. David restored Mephibosheth's land, met his
practical needs, and gave him a place at the table. God's grace does the same
— restoring what sin has taken, providing for daily needs, and granting full
membership in His family.

Khesed love transforms identity. Mephibosheth moved from hiding in fear to
sitting at the king's table daily. Grace doesn't merely improve our situation —
it redefines who we are. No longer orphans or enemies, but children of the
King.

Khesed love calls us to extend it. Those who truly understand the grace
they've received become more gracious toward others — especially the
overlooked, the broken, and the least expected.

Which of these qualities is hardest for you to receive or to give?
Who in your life might be in their own Lo-Debar right now — and what
would one concrete step toward them look like this week?

Apply |  Discuss  as  a  Group
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Respond  |  How shou ld  I  l ive/pray?

The story of Mephibosheth invites us to do more than admire David's
kindness — it invites us to locate ourselves in the story and respond to the
God it points toward. Each of us has, in some sense, been Mephibosheth:
crippled by sin, living in spiritual poverty, and undeserving of a place at the
King's table. Yet God, for the sake of His covenant with Jesus Christ, has
sought us out and given us exactly that.

Responding to khesed means first receiving it fully. Many believers
intellectually affirm God's grace while functionally living as if they must earn
their place at the table. Mephibosheth teaches us to simply come — lameness
and all — and simply sit.

Responding also means extending khesed to others. Consider the people in
your life living in their own Lo-Debar — isolated, overlooked, burdened by
shame or disability. How might God be calling you to seek them out, to speak
their name, to bring them to the table?

Finally, this passage calls us to gratitude. Mephibosheth did not earn his seat
at the table and could never repay it — and that is exactly the point. Grace
received freely produces a life of worship, generosity, and humble
dependence. Khesed love, fully received, always overflows.

Mephibosheth couldn't earn his seat and couldn't repay it — he could only
receive it. What in your life makes it difficult to simply receive grace
without feeling like you need to earn it back?
The passage says khesed love, fully received, always overflows. Where do
you sense God calling you to let that overflow into someone else's life in
the coming week?
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As you leave today, let these five questions carry the weight of
your response into the week ahead — not as a checklist, but as
an ongoing conversation with God. Introduce the five daily
questions as a simple spiritual practice that can help us
intentionally live out our faith in our workplaces, homes, families,
and communities.

God, where do you want me to go?
God, who do you want me to see?
God, what do you want me to say?
God, what do you want me to pray?
God, how do you want me to serve?

After this time of reflection, transition into a time of prayer
requests. Allow time for members to share and, if appropriate,
allow others in the class to pray for each other.

Response Tool: Five Daily Prayer Prompts



Addit ional  Commentary

The Hebrew word khesed (חֶסֶד) is one of the most theologically loaded words
in the Old Testament. Translated "lovingkindness" or "steadfast love," it
always occurs within a covenant relationship, carrying both the obligation
and the delight of loyal faithfulness. It is not sentimental; it is covenantal.
Where we might reserve kindness for those who have earned it, khesed flows
from promise, not from merit.

The backdrop of 2 Samuel 9 is the covenant David and Jonathan made in 1
Samuel 20:14–17, where Jonathan asked David to show "the khesed of the
Lord" to his descendants. David's actions in chapter 9 fulfill that oath years
after Jonathan's death — and long after any political pressure to honor it had
passed. Khesed does not expire. It is worth noting that David was under no
obligation to honor this promise. Jonathan was dead, Saul's dynasty was
finished, and no one was holding David to a covenant made in a very
different season of life. He acts not out of strategy, but out of fidelity.

Mephibosheth's disability would have disqualified him from any expectation
of royal favor. In the ancient Near East, a new king typically eliminated
surviving members of the previous dynasty to neutralize any rival claim to
the throne. Mephibosheth had every reason to hide — and every reason to
expect the opposite of what he received. His cry — "a dead dog like me" — is
not false humility; it accurately reflects his social standing. The contrast with
where he ends up makes the grace all the more vivid.

The repeated phrase "at my table" (vv. 7, 10, 11, 13) closes the chapter on a note
of radical inclusion: Mephibosheth eating at David's table "like one of the
king's sons." This is not a polite gesture — it is a permanent, daily reality. The
New Testament parallel is unmistakable — believers seated with Christ in
heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6). In both cases, the undeserving are not
merely pardoned; they are given a place that belongs to sons.

Second Samuel 9 is typology at its clearest: David seeking Mephibosheth
foreshadows God in Christ seeking the lost; unearned blessing through
Jonathan's covenant foreshadows grace through Christ's. The lame man
hidden in Lo-Debar, that barren and forgotten place, becomes a son at the
royal table. This story does not merely illustrate the Gospel. It anticipates it.
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Visit our website to view our  
leadership resources.

From Community Group
training and resources to
Discipleship Group starter
guides, we want to equip you to
make disciples.

Community Group Resource Page

https://tulsafbc.org/ministries/community-groups/resources


Bible  Project  -  2  Samuel

See a collection of

videos, classes, and

articles that dive into

2 Samuel and its

themes.

Bible  Project  -  Loyal  Love

In this video, we look at

why we can trust that

God is full of

Loyal Love.

Watch

Enduring  Word  -  2  Samuel  9

Text commentary,

written materials, and

audio/video recordings

of 2 Samuel 9.

Got  Quest ions  -  “Khesed”

Biblical Q&A, articles,

translations, audios,

videos, apps, social

media, podcasts, and

more on “Khesed.”

Overv iew

Bible  Ref  -  2  Samuel  9

Explore chapter and

verse commentaries to

deepen your

understanding of

2 Samuel 9.

Bible  Hub  -  2  Samuel  9

Parallel translations,

language tools,

commentaries, and

much more on

2 Samuel 9.

Expand

Logos  Factbook  -  2  Samuel  9

Logos Factbook shares

information resources

and articles about

2 Samuel 9:1-13.

Blue  Let ter  Bible  -  2  Samuel  9

Original texts,

Translations, Cross-

Refs, Commentaries,

Dictionaries + more on

2 Samuel 9.

Deepen

Addit ional  Study

https://bibleproject.com/guides/books-of-samuel/#more-resources
https://bibleproject.com/videos/loyal-love/
https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/2-samuel-9/
https://www.gotquestions.org/meaning-of-hesed.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/meaning-of-hesed.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/meaning-of-hesed.html
https://www.bibleref.com/2-Samuel/9/2-Samuel-chapter-9.html
https://biblehub.com/2_samuel/9-1.htm
https://app.logos.com/tools/factbook?title=2+Samuel+9%3A1%E2%80%9313&reportId=ref%3Abible%2Besv.10.9.1-10.9.13&lens=all&layout=one&zzls=2eMKcwoXCjcKxDsKCMBRFw7%2FDpSVuwqTCpWBEwrsRJxM2RsOjUMOgIQ3CpcOFUkgMw6nCv1tddMOQOMK%2Bc8OvPW%2FChQXDrSTCjQbDjiIYwoVGwpXCj8Ojw5EMwoPDkMONBMO8wrwGw6g6LQYEDsK0MsKmwp9oUcKUwps0Tw7ChMKRJMKjFlvCtMKoa8KcaCUrwoVkwrcNAcKDCG4zw5o7w7AVwpxUw4%2FCucKVw5fDjgXCrsKkw65LdMKnJsKwPMOcwqPClcOGShfCqknDrH3DtMO7JSMxw4lYw7xFwq3CsMO9Y2YvwrPCqMKdXMOCw4DDmRk%2FLMOvXsK6w7fDvsOiHyM8Wjw%3D&tile=left
https://www.blueletterbible.org/niv/2sa/9/1/s_276001
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